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N umber 5

Western Ends Fantastic Decade

President Thompson Begins Eleventh Year
Western has just concluded a
fantastic decade.
The enrollment has increased
from 1900 in the fall semester of
1955 to 7824 regularly enrolled
students during t he fall semester

the student body, a special award
from the governor and special
recognition by an alumni club. The
first awards were presented during
a special assembly program, October 18.

Seventeen new buildings

Senior class president Jack Britt

have been construct ed in that
decade. The faculty has increased
from 95 to 320 over that ten-year
period.
This is merely part of the stat istical side of Western's development in the past ten years. Yet
there is a human side to the story
of the phenomenal expansion also.
It centers around the president for
that period - Dr. Kelly Thompson
- who has been behind the scenes
planning, shaping, and guiding the
school through this marvelous
period of development.
October 17, Dr. Thomuson ended
10 years as president. He had become acting president in March of
1955 after the death of President
Paul L. Garrett in F ebruary of that
year. The board of regents appointed Dr. Thompson president,
October 17.
Among the t ributes to the president commemor at ing his 10-year
period of service was a plaque from

presented a commemorative plaque
which was inscr ibed "Presented to
Dr. Kelly Thompson by the students of Wes tern . . . as an expression of gratitude for his dedicated efforts to provide educational
opportunity for the youth of Kentucky."
Gov. Edward T. (Ned) Breathitt
awarded President Thompson the
first "Distinguished Kentuckia n
Award." In presenting t he awar d
the governor cited the pr esident a,,
". . . an inspiration for all of
America's youth."
The Four-County alumni club
presented Preside n t Thompson
with a travel clock and presented
President and Mrs. Thompson with
a plaque at their annual meeting
November 9 in Owensbor o. Daviess, McLean, Ohio and Hancock
counties comprise this club.
T he plaque bore the inscription
"In appreciation for 10 years of
dedicat ed service as President and

Dr. ond Mrs. Kelly Thompson

President Kelly Thompson

of 1965.

First Lady of Western."
"He (Dr. Thompson) has fulfilled
the great American dream that a
man can instill himself with the
ambition of gaining an education,
walk upon a hill with a nickel in
h is pocket, and become president."
Of the accomplishments of h is
10-year reign as head of the hilltop
college, President Thompson is
most proud of the ext raor dinary
growth in enrollment .
"We have grown proportionately
in mass cooperation," the president
reflected as he talked of his years
at the helm of the expanding institution, "I have always been thrilled
with the wonderful teamwork on
the part of everyone - the board
of regents, faculty and staff,
alumni and students."
The past 10 years have been remarkably successful, but what
about the future? The president
is currently completing work on a
master plan which will chart
Western's physical development
during the next ten years.
The master plan will ensure
preservation of the campus President Thompson describes as the
"most beautiful campus in the
world."

Governor Edwo rd T. Breoth itt
and Dr. Kelly Thompson

From

Th e

ALUMINI
OFFICE
By Lee Robertson

How big is W estern? Here a r e some
statistics that w ill g ive you a bit of a
picture, until you can get back (come
soon) to "The Hill."
There are 7824 students enrolled at
W estern. Of this number 3193 are women
and 4631 are men. They come under the
followin g classifications: freshmen, 3328;
sophomo res, 1636; juniors, 1185; seniors,
1149; and 526 graduate stu dents.
Western's students come from n inetyn in e of Kentucky's one hundred a nd twenty counties; from forty states and the
District of Columbia. Eight foreign
countries are represented - Iran, Canal
Zone, China, Korea, Puerto Rico, Republic of Panama, Syria and West Germany.
T o assist these young people while on
campus are 575 full-time employees , 320
of which are classroom t eachers. One
hundred of these teach ers have earned
Doctorates from approximately sixty d ifferent institutions of higher learning.
T her e are fifty -five buildings that are
being u tilized in some way by the student
body, faculty and staff.
At present there a r e four buildings under construction - The classroom building, to be completed in early '66, will
h ouse the College of Edu cation a nd the
Bowling Green Colleg<' of Commerce :
T wo men's dormitories ( to house 792
students) and one w oman's dormitory
(accommodating 402 girls) is scheduled
for occupancy t h e fall semester of '66.
A m aster plan is just about completed
which will, in a detailed way, give the location of proposed buildings for the n ext
several years. The words in our Alma
Mater, " College Heights on Hilltop Fair,"
are really not completely true any more.
Due to the cont inu al growth of the college, the campus is expanding to the flat
gr ound.
Compare these facts and figures with
the ones you knew when you graduated
in one of the classes from 1906 to 1965.
You can answer my first question "How big is Western?"
With all this bigness . W estern is still
a college with a heart, treating the students as individuals - dealing with each
young woman and young man as a name
and not a n umber. Accomplishing this is
more difficult than it was when there
were only a · thousand students here.
However, ther e are many people on this
"Hill" who believe in t his personal touch,
know that it is unique in West ern's past,
important to Western's future, and who
are work ing diligently to see that it continues to flourish.

ALUMNI NOTES
The Voice of M i ddletown, publ ished by the C i ty of Middletown , Ohio. in its August issue announced
the nm)ointment of Griff Roberts, J r ., ns admin istrative ass istant to the city manager, City of Middletown.
H e firs t joined the city administration a s b udget and personnel assis tant i n June of this yeat· but was
p r omoted to his new position the first of September.
Griff graduated f rom Western in 1965 w it h n B.S . degree in Administration . Whi le n student be served
as director of one of the men's dorm itories .
Before enrolling in college, he worked for t hree years as City Cler k for Leitchfield, Ky. He and his
w ife, One idn, and the ir three children : Kimberly K. , Richard K., nnd J ohn B ., r eside nt 9 07 Sor g P lace in
M iddletown.

George F. Retich , D.S. '61 in Accounting, a graduate of Bowling Green College of Commerce has
been admitted to the partnership o! the fi 1·m o! Arthur Andersen & Co., St. Louis, Missouri. He has been
t r ansferred to the company's office in The Netherlands. His add1·ess is Colij np lein 12, The Hag ue.
T homas H. Duffer, 1'.f.A. '64, is serving with the Peace Corps Program. a nd fm· the next year wi11 be
located in Rabat, Morocco. Sin ce enteri ng this program he has been located in Jojakarta, Indonesia;
Bangkok, T hailan d; Burma, Lebanon, India, Pakis tan, Switzerland, Greece, and Italy. His home is at
Hodgenville.
Dr. Faye Cari-oil, A .B. ' 59 in history, Western: P h.D . ' 63, Univers ity o! Kentucky, has been promoted
to nssocinte professor of history at Ea.st Cn1·o lina College, Greenvil le, N .C. Dr. Carroll is a native of Hart
County.
Mrs. L ily Rogers Whitfield, Life Cer t ificate '18, A.B. ' 35 , retir ed from t he teaching prof ession, r esides
at 105 Beech Stt·eet, East, E lizabeth town . Mrs . Whitfield keeps in close touch with the colleg e t hrough the
Alumn i Association having affilinted herself w i t h t h e Association by b ecomi ng n life m ember when it first
initiated t h e life plan.
Capt. Robert Eimer, B.S. '63, has 1·ccen tly been t r ansferred a n d ass igned to the Logistics Division o!
t he 4th A]lied Tactical Air Force (NA'fO) a t Ramstein A ir Base in Germany. He would like for his
friends to contact him at the following a ddress: Box 43 , Dct. 6, 1141 USAF SPACTRON, APO New York,
N.Y., 09012.
R ichard A. Roberts, D.S. '61, is employed w it h Southern Bell Telephone Company, after spending some
time in the armed forces. His first a ssignm ent is in '\oVinchester and he and his wife and t h eir n ew
daugh ter live at 140 S\mset Hts. Dick is n native of Grayson Cou nty and is the brother o! Griff Roberts,
also men tioned i n t his issue of alumni notes.
Mrs. Pauline Peyton, B.S. '42, M.A. '60, is teaching during the present s ch ool ye a1· in the social science
department of the Hampton High School. Hamot..on, Virginia. Her a ddress is 207 E . Sewell Avenue.
Mrs. Peyton formerly taught in the Hopkins County School system and in McLean County. S he sends
greetings throug h the A lumni Association to her fr iends at ,vestern .

William T homas G,·een, B.S. '60, was one of nine to r eceive the M.A . degree in Health, Physical Education a n d Recreation in- the s um mer graduation at Middle Tennessee S tate U niversity, Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Dr. Mm·tha Wel ch, D.S. 'HO in the fie lds of Biology and Chemistry, wn.s nwnrded the Doctor of Philosophy degree by Ohio State University i n the August commencement at that ins titution. D r . Welch is
professor of anatomy in the Medical Schools a t Ohio State University.
Charles E . Schafroth, A.B. '69, for merly of Louisville, has been named manager ot the bond department o! Aetna Casualty and Surety Com pany, with offices located a t Wheeling. W. Vn. Mr. Schafroth
joined the com1,any immediately after his graduation an d was located in Los Angeles prior to going to
Wheeling.
P resident English E . Jones, Pembroke State Colleve, Pembroke, N.C., D.S . '48 received the Honorary
Doctor's Degree from Wake Forest Co11ege, Wins ton-Salem, N .C., during g raduation exercises in June.
Dr. Jones went to PSC in 1966 as Associate P r of essor of Agricultu re. Later he was made dean of men,
dean of student affairs a nd then president. Since becoming president of that institution, he has carried
on an extensive building program and under his leadership the college is gro,ving ral>id)y. Before coming
to ,vestern as a student in 1946, Dr. J ones was in t-he arm y for four yea rs . He completed his work for
the degree nt Western in two years.

MEET YOUR ALUMNI EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The Execu tive Committee of the Alumni Board of Directors, which are elected by the active alumni of t he college for a
four-year term, are listed in the order of their seniority on the Board. James A. Moss, Bradford D. Mutchler, Dr. Chalmers P . Embry, and William R. Birdwell. A thumbnail of each follows:
Jam es A.
Moss, B.S. '51,
M.A. '59, senior
member of t h e
Board of Directors of th e
Alumni Association. A graduate of A lvation
high school and
a native of
Warren County,
is district manager of State
Farm Insura n c e , serving
Jomes Mo ss
fourteen co u n ties, with headquarters in Somerset. He
resides at 120 Woodland Drive with h is
wife, the former Corine "\V al ker, and
t heir three sons, Donald W alker, David
\Varren, a nd Dwight Frank lin. Before
going to Somer set in July '62, Mr. Moss
was agent for the company in Bowling
Green. Before ent ering t h e insurance
profession, he taught vocational agriculture in Tr igg and Warren Counties and
was assistant superintendent of the Warren County school system. He also spent
18 months in the U. S. Navy. He is a
member of the Chu rch of Christ; vicepresident of the Somerset Lions Club ;
past state president, Kentucky Jaycees,
and an avid basketball fan "Western
style !"

appointment as principal of the Padu cah
school he served the Scottsville City
School system as coach and teacher;
principal, and superintendent . His wife
is th e former Dorothy Elrod of Bowling
Green. T hey have t hree ch ildren Bradford E., who is practicing medicine
in McCr acken County; John M., teaching
in the Job Corp Center, Camp Breckinr idge ; and Marilyn Dean, who lives at
h ome and attends the Paducah high
school. Their home is at 3935 Sunset
Avenue. Mr. Mutchler belon gs to the
Methodist Church, is a Rotarian and a
F & H Mason. He has held the offices
of P resident of the Third District Education Association and President of the
Kentucky Association of Secondary
School Prin cipals.

Bradford D. Mutchler, B.S. '36, M.A.
'40, George Peabody College, is principal of Paducah Tilghman h igh school,
Paducah. He received his high school
training in the Bowling Gr een high
school, where he was coach after completing his college work. Prior to his

Dr. Chalmers P. Embry, attended
Wes tern in the middle forties and then
transferred t o the University of Louisville School of Dentistry, where he was
graduated in 1951. A native of Ohio
County, he g raduated from the Hartford
high school in 1941. Dr. Embry is pr ac-

Brod Mutch ler

Chalmers Embry

ticing dentistry in Owensboro and h e and
his wife, Gladys, and their two children,
Philip, and Valeria Joy, live on Route
One. Dr. Embry spent two years in the
Marine Corp. He is a member of the
Christian
Church,
Mason ic
Lodge,
Shriners, an d t he Daviess County L ions
Club. He will be remember ed as one of
Western's stat· bask etball players, under
the leadership of Coach E . A. Diddle,
now r etir ed.

Wi ll iam R.
Birdwell, B . S .
'51, M.A. '58,
advanced work
at George Peabody C o 11 e g e
'59. Mr. Birdwell received his
high school education at Dixon,
Webst er County. He is superintendent of the
city schools of
Scottsville, having h e I d this
William Birdwell
post since 1960.
Positions held prior to t his t ime include:
coach at Lewisburgh h igh school; coach
at Dixon high school ; and principal of
the Slaughters high school. He was in
the U. S. Air F orce from 1952-55. Mr.
Birdwell is married t o the former
Ryanet t a P r ice and t hey have two daughters, Debra Lynne, an d Sandr a Ryan,
both attending school at Scottsville. Mr.
Birdwell is an active Rotarian and a
member of Phi Delta Kappa ; N.E .A., and
other national and Kentucky educational
organizations.

Cal)t. Paul E. Garrett, USAF, B.S. '4 7, writes the alum n i offic.c from Brussels , Belg ium. H e is comp leting h is first year of a th ree-year tour w ith the Military Assis tance Advisory Group in t hnt area. He
states that he is enjoying some interest.in~ experien ces, but he will still take the good old USA. Major
Garrett is t he son o! t he late Paul L. Garrett, fol'mer pre'3ident of '\ \rester n . H is present address is :
MAAG BELLUX, Box 17, APO New Yo,-k, N.Y., 09667.
Dr. Robert E . Bills, B.S. '38 Western : M.A . '46 U nivers ity of Kentucky_ nnd E dD '48, T eachers College
of Columbia U nivei·sity, hns been named dean of the ColleJte of Education at the University of Alabama.
D r. Bills ' appoint ment was made from J 00 nominations from over the nation f o1· the position. H e succeeds
Dr. Robert L . H opper. Dr. Bills' professional training and experience have been oarticulnrly distinguished
in the field of educational research . the osycholOJrY of ff'achin~. educationa l administr a t ion and science edu ..
cation. He has held positions in the p ublic schools of Kentucky, at t he University of Kentucky , and at the
Uni\'ersity of Alabama as professor of educ.ation al psycholo~y and assistant dean !or research. He is
married to the former Annie Carley a n d they have two daughters, Mary Ann a n d Cathy.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

J ames D. Skaggs, B .S. '61. is working w ith young people in Ontario. This fall he w ill become head
of t he English Department at Great Lakes Christ ian College in Ontario. Mr. Ska)l:gs completed h is doctoral
classwork at Vanderbilt during the past summer. His friends can contact him at 100 Rose Street, Barrie,
Ontario, Canada.

AND A HAPPY

Dr. Raymond H. Hunt. B .S. '62. has joined t he !acuit y of Illinois State Unive,·sity, Nor mal. lll .. as
associate 1>rofessor of chemistr y. Before this appointmen t he was an instructor at Tulane University, New
Orleans, La.

AND PROSPEROUS

T he N or th Kentucky Alumni Chapter of Western. will not hold its fall meeting this year, which
usually takes place during the N .K .E.A . Due to the man y conflirts at that time, the committee in charge.
with Mrs. Florence Cook as Chairman feels that a meeting schedu]ed at some other time dur ing the year
wi11 be more desirable. T he North Kentucky club's next meetinR w ill he its t hirty-fifth get~togcther.

NEW YEAR ...

Major James 0. Cravens, D.S. ' 62, is Professor o! Military Science of ' the Jfouston Indeoen dent School
District. Houston High Schools. Houston. Texas. In this capacity Major C ravens is responsible f or seventeen high schools pa.rticinat ing in the ROTC P1·0~ 1·am in Houston.
Major Cra vens received h is commission from Wtste,·n in 195 l and entered Active Federal Service in
1952. He Just 1·ecently 1·etur ne d to the U .S . f r om a three-year tour duty in Germany, w here he served
in the G2 Division ( Intelligence) of Headauarters , Ce~ti-nl Army Group (NATO). He and his wife and
two childret. reside in Houston. They can be reached at 1300 Capital Avenue.

FROM YOUR
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ALMA MATER
FOUR-COUNTY ALUMNI CLUB OFF ICERS

From left to right, Dorothy Brown, secretory; Shelby Forsythe, president; Frances Blancett, president•
·e lect; and Edgar Payne, post president .

Kentucky Press Association Head Named
President of Muhlenberg County Alumni Club
Larry Stone, President of the KPA,
and co-owner of The Times-Argus of
Central City, was elected president of
the Muhlenberg County Alumni Club at
its annual fall meeting, October 18.
This meeting marked the 8th get-together for this group.
This chapter of the Western Alumni
Association held its initial meeting on
Oct ober 15, 1957, at which time officers
were elected and it was voted to make
it an annual occasion to be scheduled
as near as possible to the anniversary
date of Dr. Kelley Thompson's inaugurat ion as president of Western. The President has never missed a meeting and
has been t he featured speaker each year.
The Muhlenberg County organization
has sponsored a number of worth while
programs since its organization, the
primary purpose of these programs being
to help the deserving young men and
women of their county obtain a college
education. A scholarship fund was established by the a lumni of this area in
1962. In the summer of 1963, the club

sponsored the Muhlenberg County fair,
which resulted in a profit of $6,000. This
went into a special student loan fund to
help worthy students from the county to
attend Western, and also attend other
specialized training institutions after
t heir attendance at Western.
At the recent meeting on October 18,
a $50.00 scholarship went to a studen t,
to be selected by the faculty, of the
Bremen school. This scholarship was
t he result of a drawing for which all
schools in the county were eligible.
Each year, the Muhlenberg County
Club plans a very interesting and inspiring program. One such program, and
possibly the high-light of t he annual
affair was "This is Your L ife," honoring
President and Mrs. Thompson.
ln addition to Mr. Stone as its president, other officers elected for the coming year were : Valeria Cisney, VicePresiden t ; Verna Nell James, SecretaryTreasurer; and Mrs. Bernadine Steele,
Educational Director.

McGuffey Says " Thanks"
On Behalf of Alumni
W e a r e
amazed at the
continued progress on the
"Hill," and are
thrilled by t he
revelation of t he
plans of t he
near future. An
absence of only
a few weeks
from the campus w i 11 cause
one to say,
"Hey, w h at ' s
g o i n g on over
there."

T ha nksgiving· of '65 is now history, b ut
alumni of Western will continue to exoress their g ratitude to President Kelly
Thompson a nd his fine team for outstanding leadership to the institution we
all denrly love.

The Western spirit that has achieved
greatness for our Alma Mater is well
known throug hout the land. It might
have r eached an all-time peak when Governor Breathitt recently visited the hilltop. The statues and walls shook, hearts
throbbed, eyes dampened, and throats
were choked with lumps by an extemporaneous display by the student body
for its affection toward President Thompson and appreciation of our state officials.
Western has been good to all of us,
and I, personally, often find m yself
thanking God for the honor of being a
West ern alumnus. I thr ill with her
every victory, success, and good tidings ;
and, feel depressed with any failure, setback or loss. Paraphrasing a song,
"Western, I love you; I love you more as
the days go by. Western I love you;
I'll love you until the day I die."

Queen Bai,e.

Linda Thomas.

HOMECOMING QUEEN ANO COURT
Court - left to right, Dianne Burns, Vivian Denton, Kay Washer a nd Jane

Sincerely,
Harold McGuffey
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